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���� 1.0 Site Description

The modern history of the Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor is the story of
coal mining and its transportation to market.  Located in eastern Pennsylvania in Luzerne,
Carbon, Lehigh, Northampton and Bucks Counties, the corridor extends from Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania in the north to Bristol, Pennsylvania in the south.  When following the
Delaware and Lehigh Rivers, the corridor extends for more than 170 miles.

The corridor headquarters is in downtown Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, which is on the
Lehigh, while the first of ten future Corridor Visitor Centers is located at Two Rivers
Landing in Easton, Pennsylvania where the Delaware and Lehigh meet.  It is at this junc-
tion where a system of canal locks remain, with some still operable.  At this location, one
can find the Crayola crayon factory and the National Canal Museum.  Their Web site
describes the importance of the canals as follows:

“Before the building of the railroads, canals played an important role in American
commerce and transportation.  There was one city in particular where three canals came
together providing efficient transportation connections between the anthracite coal
mines and the two largest metropolitan areas of that time, New York and Philadelphia.
This factor combined with water power available from the Lehigh Canal helped to make
Easton, Pennsylvania and the Lehigh Valley a birthplace of the American Industrial
Revolution.”

A second visitor center is opening in Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania at Old Mauch Chunk
Landing.

Bethlehem is located approximately one hour north of Philadelphia International Airport.
Amtrak has two stations within the Corridor, one in Bristol and one in Doylestown.  There
is bus service from Philadelphia and New York City to various communities throughout
the Corridor.
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���� 2.0 Existing ATS

No Alternative Transportation Systems (ATS) services other than intercity bus and
Amtrak are available for corridor visitors to explore the length of the corridor, although
there are local transit systems providing service within urban areas along the corridor.

���� 3.0 ATS Needs

The Corridor is developing a system of trails order to experience the corridor resources:  a
walking/bicycling path and a canoeing water route.  In addition, an automobile route that
uses local roads, the Delaware and Lehigh Drive, is still in the planning stages.  As this
system is being developed, support facilities are needed.  The Corridor has received
$2 million in trail development funds, but this is likely to be inadequate to meet all needs.
Support facilities such as parking lots for cyclists, hikers, and canoeists will improve the
experience for visitors.  In some less accessible locations, access routes may need to be
constructed.

���� 4.0 Basis of ATS Needs

As this Corridor is still in development and because the NPS owns none of the facilities, it
is suggested that the focus of ATS investment for this facility be in the form of additional
planning funds.  This will enable the Corridor staff to fully identify where investments
will be necessary.
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